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LIBRARY LOOKOUT

Issued Quartcrly by the West Virginia
Library Commission
Dora Ruth Parks, Exccutive Seorctary

April, 1945 Vole 3, Nose & & 4
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LIBRARY COMMISSION STAFF

Owing to Miss Johnson's and Mrs. Mcorc's
resignations the Januery copy of the Library
Lookout was omittcd. Both positions now have
been filled and the new stoff has preparcd
the material for this issuee The ncw exceu-
tive=secretary is Miss Dorc Ruth Parks, who
left the librorianship of the Nentahola Re-
gional Library in Westcrn North Ceorolina to
come to West Virginiae. Miss Parks has had
sceveral years of cxperience in public, county,
and regionnl library works

Miss Franccs Pricc came to tho Commis=
sion from thc Arthurdalc High School to rc=-
placc Mrs. Moore, Miss Price is a graducte
in Library Science from the University and
hos had cxperience as o teachcr and librarian’
in scveral high schools, Both Miss Parks and
Miss Price arc cnthusiastic obout their duties

and the work of the Commission will go for=
verd sotisfactorily under their leadershipe

I fcel quite relicved now that the
ddquarters is in such capable hands, that
the library bill hos become law, cnd that
the Commissionts budget has becn increased
for the next biemnium. The increment vwill
N0t permit as much cxponsion os wos hoped
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put services can be cxpended to a cerinin
cxtents Moro will be saild about the law

and the budgect on other pagese

Sincerely,

NEW LIBRARY BILL BECOKES LAW

Throe outstonding differcnces in the
provisions of thc new library law for West
Virginia arc: ,

(1) County Courts, County Boards of Education,
or geverning bodies of municipalitics, may
mointain a public library from funds de-
rived by taxatione
- Approprictions may be from
(a) Gencral fund
or
(b) Special levye

(2) Establishment of rcgional librarics.
Two or morc countios may by action of
their governing bodies cstablish and
maintain a regionol library under cone
troct to which all agrece

(3) Contract with existing library,

(2) Governing body may in lieu of support-
ing an indepcndent public library,
cnter into o contract with existing
library, and makc annual poyments of
money to such library, whose beoks.
shall be available without chorge to
all perscns living within arce repree
scntcd by such governing suthority.




(b) School board may contract for scheol
1ibrary service from existing public
1ibrary which shzll agr e tc furnish
books to a schcel or schools.

Copies of the new low are ~voileble
rrom the Libr~ry Commissiono

A lot of good work wos done to gt
this lew passed. Tho Librory Cormissioxn
would like to Ymow hcw your community went
about getting the legislature infermed.
This information con bo uscd in the nexb
offort for Stote Ald for Public Libroriese

LIBRARY COM:ISSION
APPTOPRTATICE INCEELSED

Appropriation for the West Virginio
Library Commission wesS increased ot the ro-
cont session of the legislature from £10,000
to £16,350 for each year of the biennium,
‘This increase will permit full employment of
o clerical assistant ot hendquarters ond will
meon twice os much for books. Becok purchasss
will be directed toward traveling librory
collections tec be used by public librories
throughout the state ond aimed ot stimulation
of public librory development on county or
regional basiso '

SURPLUS PROPERTY

West Virginisns should be deeply inter-
ested in the efforts being made by the Ameri-
can Library Associstion to procurc the surplus
bonks which will be in the Army camp libraries
ot the end of the war cnd other surplus pro=
pertios which may be of velue to librrriess
Some county librories already heve purchased
Army trucks ond have converted them into sotis-
foctory bookmobiles.




“4:‘

The American Library Association has
presonted a plan of distribution acceptable
"to the Army and the Surplus Property Board
and is now engeged in securing support for
1t in Congresse The proposal provides thet
surplus Army books bo used in promoting the
cxtension of library facilities to rural '
arease According to the present plan the
ocoks would be allocatcd to the states on
the basis of rural populations, In ordor

to make these books reoadily available the

+ Leho hos proposcd that Congress reke an
spproprication of one dollar o volume to Do
used during the first yeor and fifty ccnts
o volume for cach of the next four yeorse

If the plan 1s approved by Congress,
the West Virginia Librory Commission will
reccive for distributicn wi thin the stite,
several thouscnd books and dollorss The
state plan for distribution will doubtless
recquire some suppord frcm the local aren in
which the books and moncy are tc bo pleccdoe

several article s in the Morch, 1945
issue of the fe Le Ao Bulletin oont&in.infarw
nation regarding the surplus book plone
Additionsl information mey R sccurcd. therce

Pleasc scnd the West Virginia Library
Commission full lists of surplus property
which your Library will ncede '
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L,IBR.RY DEVELCFEENT FUND

Declegates from thirty=-thrce stotes met
jp Chicago on Januery 19 and 20 to help the
Lo Lo fre TO complete plans for roaising
8105,000.00 to financc o four=ycor pregrom
of library developmonte This progrem defi-
nitely rclates, ameng other things, te tho
plen tc. scourc the surplus Army bcokSe The
cbjectives arc: '

(1) To maintain o represcntative of libraries
in Weshington under the dircction of the
AlL elnet :

(2) To help socurc Army oomp library
books and equipment premarily for
rural librery scrvicc, when this
property is no longer nccdod by
the Armye

~make ‘

(b) To help/cther federally owned Sure
plus property, including books,
pvailable to college and university
1ibraries, public librarics, state
library cxtcnsien zgencics end other
publicly supported or tax cxempt
libraricse

(c) To provide foderal ozencies with ine
formeticn concerning the na tion's
nceds for improved and extended
library scrviccCe

the nceds and functions cf librerics
of a1l kindse

(2) To enmnble the Ancericen Library asscciation
to carry on o national public rolatlons
program dircctly and indircctly in support
of thosc ond reloted cbjectivese

(d) Tc help intcrpret to federnl agenciosyfﬁ




lire Wo Po Kcllam, Librarian, West Vire
ginia University has beon appointcd as state
dircctor in West Virginia. A committee is
neing formed to communicate with cvery li-
pprorion oand trustec in West Virginia and to
~ivc them m opportunity to contributos . The
arive has bcon set for the month of iprile’
1ctts cxceed our quota cf $600,00 for the
four yeor pericds -

WEST VIRGINI.. LIBRARY 4SSOCIATION

Librory Journal February, 1945, includcs
o rcpert by Miss Reesc, Sceretary, of the
thirticth mmual mocting of the West Virginie
Libroary Associatione. Souc of thc high lights
arc enumcratede :

Remarks werc made by Dra'Arnctt on work
of pionccr librarians in cstablishing the
State Associntione >

Modiscn College's assumption of the rcge
ponsibility of "teaching students how to
learn" os cne of the four aims of the insti=
tution, was relatcd by Dre John Ven Malc in
his discussion of the "College Library's Job" e

Noed for Stote aid and increased local
support for public librarics was enphazied
by Miss Johnson, who olso showed that 63 per
ccnt of the pepulation of Wost Virginino is
without library scrvicee .

Dr. Clotl spoko for the laymon and
emphasized nceds for improving library scre=
vice, He included, Y"ecowrage ©s a quality
which will make librarians ccnvincing',

"wide nwoke staffs", and "library beards that
heve vision and plenning obility"e |
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Drs Ralph Munn in spcaking of thc "ways
sn vhich the public library and the schocl
library can cecperate”, said thot pessibly
the school librery is the respensiblity of
the board of cducation but the schocl librory
ond the public library should cooperate and
coordindtc their worke He referred to tho
pomphlet "Scheels and Public Librorics;
working Together in School Library Scrvice"

by the joint cormittee of the NeEoie and tho

AoL slie

Business included cdoption of a revised
constitution and clceticn cf officers:

We Pe Kellom== West Virginia University,

President
Virginia Ebclinge-Whecling Public Library
Vico=precsident
Flercnecce Ke Rocse==Wost Virginie University
, Sccretary
I Genevieve Gibsen--East High School,
Huntington, Trcasurcer
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ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE

WEST VIRGINIA LIBRLRY LSSOCIATION?
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CHILDREN'S LIBRALRILNS [LSSOCIATION

.

Miss Antoinette Remmer, State Choriman,
children's Librarians Lssociation has asked
that the following letter from Miss Frances
clarke Seycrs, be brought to the attenticn
of Wost Virginia librarians:

tpy the Childrents Librariens:

_ : If this were
Inform>tion Please, I should ask this
question: What have the follcwing orgeni-
zotions in common? '

The Notional Council of lmerican 8ovict -
Friendship o

The United Chinese Relicf S

The Woman's National Committee for Dea.‘
vasted Europe

The Office of War Inforrmmticen

The Society of Friends
The American Library Association

Just this! All of thesc crgonizations ,

rcecognize, as never befere, the improtance -
of children's books in the lives of childe

rene

Eoch in its way plans to usc childroen's
books as the first step in meking lifeo
inviting to the war-exploited children of
the earthe, You childronts librorians are
responsible, in a large measure, for this
recognition of the force of a book upon o
the spirit of a childe. You in your childe _
ren's rooms were the first to demonstrade
it, Your influence has spreed to pube :
lishers, teachers, authors and illustraters,
parcnts and book=sellorse. And now o ncw

ond for-flung rccognition cof your valuc 1is
at hand. It is the time, therefere, to




v ~'\:£4"'v_’;')'f

stand together, to claim your glory eand
jperease the influence of your work. It
can best be donc through your professional
crgenization, which is the Children's
pibrary Associaticne It is the werld that
needs you newe Thercfore I ask that whon
you get ycur membership blank you study it
(it neceds to be studicd) and be surc that
cu indicate on it ycur wish to become o
member of the Children's Librarians ’
isscciations The greatest opportunities
ahcod o

k k.o# # ok ok ok k K %
LRE YOU [ MEMBER OF THE

/MERICLN LIBR.RY /.S5SOCILLTION?

Ak ok ok K ok ok Ak de o

FRIENDS OF LIBRLRIES

"Stote wide greups arc varicusly known
as Friends, Citizens, or Better Libruary
Mcvement. Such & group of citizens are men
and wemen who become acquainted with the
services of the library ond help to inter-
pret the library's progrom to the communitye -
Thon the need for action arises, the group 3
18 in effect & stonding army, alrcady i
fermed ond intercstedes It is net o pressure
greup but a:scrious and deliberately working
body of citizens whe arc attempting t¢ roin-
force the claims of public librory trustcces
fer o reasonable share in the local cormue
nityts financial rosourccs,"




Better Library Movencnt in ¥est Virginia
sglected new officers Octcber 6, 1944:

Mrse Je Re Romine, 244 Muin St., Clarksburg,
' ' , President
yrse Ee Sa Mocling, Montgouery,
‘ First vice=president
¥rse Re Lo Roudebush, 2849 Ccllis Aivenue,

Huntington, Seccnd vice~ president
Mrses 0. L. Stewart, 119 Nicheles,
Clarksburg, Secretory

Mrse Fo Es Rabel, St. Marys,
Troeosurer

Fricnds of Librories, Huntington:
Last foll Huntington clected the fellewing

cfficers for it's newly orgenized "Fricnds
of the Librory of Cabell Ccunty":

Hs Ro Pinckard, cditor of the Herolde
Jdvertiser, e Prcsident
Mrse Te¢ E. Brogan, E

Mre Io I Hirschman,

Mrse Re Ie Roudcbush, choirman cf the
crgenizaticn ocrmittec soid the "Objective

is to promete the mutucl intercsts of the
library and the citizens of Huntington."

The beard of directors with stuggercd terms
of cffice are : Mrse Brogon, Mrse L. Be
Gong, Mrse Hirschmon, brse Corl Pricherd,
Mrss Otis G« Wilson, lirs. C. L. Cavendishy

He Po Dean, Dre Klingcr, Miss Estha Nash,

Dr. Walter E. Vecst, Rabbi Lavwrencc nae Block,
S. Wirt LaLancc, Mr.e Pinchard, Harry Scherr,
and De C. Tomkicse ¥rs. MHadalyn Bredferd,
librarian, and 0lin Ca Nutter, Supcrintendent
of schecols, arc ex=officic rmembers of the new
beard, '




THE FOLLOWING L TERL.LS, ON LIBRLRY
ORCGuNIZATION, LiRE (V/ILIBLE FROM THE “EST
VIRGINIL LIBRaRY COME'ISSION,.

Pest “lar Standards for Public Librerics

Moshicr, The Small Public Library

Rosscll, Public Librorics in the Life
of the Nation

4, HaiT: Library Trustce

5. Quiglcy, Portrait of a Librory

6. Thc Equal Chance

®
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NEWS FRO.. OUR BORROWERS

Shecpherdstown=-"Jc again turn to you for = -

helpes We have o patren vwhe wishes to placo
as a memorial, in ocur library, o bock or
bocks, about nusice" The Commissicn was rew
quested tc suggest suitable titles,

Richwood~-"..ercquest for somc informte
ticn on the following: . Va. “clfarc Law,
Social Security Act (Fed.), Social and
Ecenenic Preblems and Community Health.

Lewisburg-~"/re you planning tc send a
Children's Library alsc for the summcr?
Last summer at our Story Hour we had an
tttendance averaping 25 for the ten wockse
e should want this Library to be sent about
June 1 this yeare. ailrcady many of the
children arc asking if we are to have a
Children's Hour this summdr."

South Charleston--"Could you send me eny
litcrature that we eculd use for “book so-
lection®? ™We woent te get some new bocks and
are much in necd of guidance."”




Romney==".,s Librarian of the Wo Voo

schocol fer the Deaf, I am intercsted in

having new reading cppertunitices fur the
studentse. I8 it possible fur us to usc

your traveling librery boxes?"

Sand Fork--"I want tc tcll yeu a%ﬁ“t one
husband and wifc who rend cur becks reg
lerlys They livetse for up 2 holler you
couldn't stick a butchcr knife up it', to
put it in Nountalnccr vernacular and each
read o bock a wreck, They've rcad cver 60
books sinco we rcccived this 50 just rcturned‘
four month agoe Can you imagine what this
library is doing for just these two pcoplcae"

H,VE YOU EXLMINED

o "The Librory and the Teacher cf Home
Econcn1cs“ by Hene and Pritcherds 4 new
beok in the scrics, "Experimenting Tbgotﬁcr“
fmerican Librory associntion, 75¢ 4

"ippcndices include o cecre collecctinn
of books for home cconemics and & sugrestive
list of sixty books of fiction cophosizing
individual, femily, wnd socizl relations.

2. A helpful poamphlet for Families of
Returning Veterans im "He's Back" issued
by the Surgeon General's Office, United
Stotes Armyoe

3e "America's Greatness,"™ o biblography
by Kiwanis Internmational. Copics of the list
can be  socured free from Kiwonis Inttl, 520
Ne Michigen Avenue, Chiccgo 11, Illinoise




~13-

*4, "Possible Develoyment of Film Service
through Collaboration of Schools ond Libraries™
vy We Po Kellom in the West Virginic School
Jburnal for Febromary, 1945, UHMr, Kellam pgives
7 very good picturc of future devecloppent of
librery scrvicc for West Virginia, as a whole.

5o The folder "Unitcd Netions Study Kit!
describcs some very valuable material on the
United Nations which is availoble at reasone
able coste This matericl is up=-to-date and
will prove cspeeially uscful in studying
csbout thcse countricse United Nations Ine
formation Officc, 610 Fifth Avenuc, New

York 20, N. Yo

*. "School Librarics for Todoy ond
Tomorrow, Functions amd Standards", prepared
by The Committec on Post War Planning of the
Ao Lo fio and the /mcrican Asscciation of
School Libreoricse Jvaileblc from he Lie A,
$1 oOO @

7o "For the Children's Bookshelf, o
Bocklist for Parents", Ue. S. Departuoent of
Labor, Children's Bureau, Publicction 304
Washington, De Ce, 1O0f.

8o The article in New York Times for.
Morch 11, describing imerican libraries in
Austrélis. The colleoctions cre made up of
fitles which will give o picturec of ameriecan
ife, ‘

*Availeble at the Library Commission




" ON DEFENDING THE FREEDCM TO RELD
N LIBRuLRIES"

Mr. Leon Carnovsky, chaoirman, e Le fle .
coomittee on Intcllectunl Frecdom asked that
the following information be brought to tho
attocntion of West Virginia librories: '

"Bvcry librarian hates ccnsorship. His
decision to add a book or periodionl to the
collection is not arbitrary but is based on
the conviction that the book is of voluo and
intercst te his patrense Once he hos made
his decision in accordance with thet policy,
he should not be overruled by pcrsons vho want
to prevent others from rcading what they thom=
selves disapprove of e This typc ¢f interfer-
cnce in library operaticns is frequently
accompanied by threats so soricus os to foruo
the librarian to accede to ite Whenever he
does accedc he rcluctently rcstricts the
frecedom to read., Such ccticn is direcctly
contrary to thc principles he believes ing
that's why he hotcs censcorships

The /ie Lae fa¥?s Cormittce on Intcllect-
ual Frecdom has been cmpowered by the Exccu=
tive Beoard and Ceuncil to conpile a rccord
cf attempts, successful or nct, to interfero

with the provision of o book or maganzinee
Weld like to know:

Book or periodical affected

Person or crganization interfering

Action toaken or threatened by interfering
agency

fction taken or contemplated by the llbrary

We shall not meke this information public
without your pcrmissicne"
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Please send all information to Leon
carnovsky, Graduate Library School, Univere
sity of Chicago, Chicago 37, Illinois, the
chairmen of the Committee on Intellectual
preedoms Other members of the Committes

are Mre Je Periam Danton, Philadelphia, Pae;
yro Frederic G. Melcher, editor of Publishers'

weekly, New York City; Mre Jens Nyholm,
Tibrarian of Northwestern University,
gvanston, Ill.; Miss Ruth Rutzen, chief of
the circulation department, Detroit, Miche;
and Mrs. George He Tomlinson, trustee of

the Evanston Public Library, Evanston, I1l."

.

TWENTY-FIVE NEW BOOKS
ON THE MODERN WORLD
Compiled by Frances Ann Price

(These may be borrowcd from the Commission)
GENERAL '

WORLD PEACE PLANS. Compiled by Julia Ee
. Johnsen,
Cooley, Donald G. YOUR "ORLD TOMORROW.
Chase, Stuarts DEMOCRACY UNDER PRESSURE.
‘ India
Moracs, F. Re and Stimson, Robert.
INTRODUCTION TO INDIA
Mitchell, Katc L. INDIA WITHOUT FABLE.
Pacifio o
Johnson, Osa. BRIDE LN THE SOLOMONS,
United States Light Service .
Floherty, John Je SENTRIES OF THE SEA.
Africa ,
Wells, Carvcth., INTRODUCING AFRICA.
Liberia : |
Hoyman, Arthus I. and Precce, Harold.
LIGHTING UP LIBERIA. R
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WORLD WAR 11
gtowc, Leland., THEY SHALL NOT SLEEP.
Holscy, Morgerct. SOME OF MY BEST FRIENDS
ARE SOLDIERS.
Poland
Adams, Dorothy. WE T WE ST00D ALONB
Ste, John, Roberts IT'S ALWAYS TOMORROwe
Englond
Jorway, Nevil (Shute)e PASTORAL.
savery, Constance. ENEMY BROTHERS
Hollmd
Norton, Andre, THE SWCRD IS DRAWN.
Italy==North Africa
Kellcy, Ghorles Ee (Commando), Sgte, with .
Martin, Peteo. ONE MAN'S WaiR.
Pyle, Erniee BRAVE MEN.
: Pooific
Skidmore, Hober® Dougitse VALLEY OF THE SKY.
Ala skaw=Arm Intelllgence

S Hall, Warner. BVEN JERICHO.
‘ Iceland
Goodell, Jones . THEY SENT ME TO ICELLND.
Seabecs

Huie, Williom Bradford, Lte (joge) C.E.C.,
U.S.N.R. CLN DO! THE STORY OF THE
SEABEES
Poetry

Edited by George Herbert Clarke,
PT boats in action
Vetber, Erncst Ge, Ltes Comare U.S.M.R.
DELTH WALS OUR ESCORT.
Dogs
Shurtleff, Bertrande AWOL: K-9 COMMANDO.

L S

THE NEW TRE.SURE OF WAR POETRY--1939 to 1943,
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KNOW ¥WEST VIRGINIA

The J.1brary on thec cover of *his 1ssue
of Librory Lookout is the Greonbrier Public
LibTary &t Thite sulphur Springs. Mrse.
Donno. Kea:iilnger wos kind enough to send

the following sketeh of the history of tho

library:

"The (freenbrier Public Librory wos
startod §n White Sulphur Springs in August,

A 1914, by " resident, Mrse Marg&rct Yullo

Reed, with the sum of $100, given by o
guest of tho Hot2l, Miss Olivic Phclps

Stokcse

Tt wns loccted in rented rooms, and
managed flor the first few months by voluntary

workers.

Shortly after the opening of the library
a picce of lond in the old Stage lot wos
given by the C. & O Rallwry Compeny, &nd

in 1920 with the help of funds left over
from tho war Cantcen Sorvice, the prosont
building wes erccteds Under the nome of

the Whit-- Sulphur cnd Community Hous@
A‘ssoointisn it was opened June, 1921. Since

L

then a 1lrnrge ouditorium hes been r.dded.

The ('irst books were lént by interested
friends., This smoll nucleus has boen cdded
to in vorious woyse. Many books hoave been
given, others bought from funds given for
the up-knep of the librarye.

Misz Olivic Phclps Stokes was 2 rood
Priend until her deathe. In addition to
many gif%s, she established o fund for
buying broks cnd dedicated to & sister Miss
Carolinsz Phelps Stokes. The library now
contnins some 8000-9000 volumss."
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"SIX MONTHS COLLECTIONS"

The stock of books at the Cormission
has grown to thc point wherc we ore able to
lend collections of from 200 to 500 books

for o period of six months to the public
librarics in West Virginia.

These collections will be composed of
books of general interest for beth juvenile
snd adult borrowers.  We suggest that the
juvenile titles be made availoablo to juvew=
nile borrowers for veocation reading, ond
for circuletion to individuals as a com-
munity sorvice; ond that all titles should
be made aveiloble to rural borrowers by
mail, by delivery through othor agencies,
or delivery by individucls. Tho objoct of
these collections is the stimulation of
interest for ultimate bookmobile sarvico
on o county wide basis.

If you wish to supply your berrowers
with books by mail, you will need to use
the special book postal roate which is 4¢
for the first pound and 1¢ for ecch cddi- ,
tional pound or fraction of pound thorecftes,

In case the supply of books is exhousted .
before we hear from you, we shall place you -
on the waiting list for o "six months collec=
tTion" and will notify you when the books are
available, : '

If you desire a "six months collection,™
please fill cut the foerm on the next page
and mail it to tho ¥est Virginia Librory
Cormission. For those libraries which do
not desire a lerge collection, the usual
size traveling library is still available,
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SIX MONTHS COLLECTION ‘ {

h

Library ’ ‘ R

Address

Dote you wish : -
collection mailed e

i
3

Size collection desired | ffg




